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Who 1s TOOL?

TOOL, a progressive rock band with a large amount of metal influence, was founded in 1990, in Los
Angeles by Maynard James Keenan, (the small guy with the odd-looking hair.) and Adam Jones. (the
person with the long dark brown hair.) The band was formed after Maynard and Jones met through a
mutual friend, Maynard showing Jones some demos from one of his previous bands. Jones was amazed by
Maynard’s voice, and later convinced him to start up another band; both of them jamming out together
whilst searching for a drummer, and bassist. Luckily for the two, their future drummer, Danny Carry, (the
tall guy on the far right) lived just above M eard of the two trying to find more band members.

Carey felt bad for the two, and began playing with them, giving TOOL one of its most skilled members.
Sometime later, Adam Jones was introduced to Paul D’Amour, (the guy in the LSD hat) and later on, he
became the bassist of TOOL. After 2 years of local performances, and a good amount of practice, TOOL
was approached by Zoo Entertainment, and in March of 1992, their first EP was created, Opiate. One
year later, their first album, Undertow, was released, and came with one of their most popular songs,
Sober, which won the Best Video by a New Artist award due to its use of stop motion in the music video.
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In 2001, Lateralus was released, and it was completely different from anything they did before it. The
album reached No.l on the US Billboard 200 for its first week after being released, and the hit song of
the album, Schism, was the reason TOOL received their second Grammy, also outselling artists like Jay-

Z, Eminem, and Madonna for the first-week album sales. According to Justin Chancellor, during most
of the writing for the album, Maynard was away with his other band, A Perfect Circle, with their debut
album, Mer De Noms, this allowed the three musicians, Jones, Chancellor, and Carey to experiment
with the sound of the album, you could even see this with the final track of the previous album, Third
Eye off of Anima, being an attempt to bring progressive rock, and progressive metal elements to their
sound.

Lateralus has 9 songs, 3 interludes,1 instrumental, and is 1 hour and 17 minutes long. The album might
be TOOL'’s first concept album, there is no confirmed concept, but all the songs have common meanings
revolving around emotions, maturing, relationships, and the ego. The most popular song from this
album 1s Schism, the song winning TOOL their second Grammy for best metal performance. Rolling
Stones magazine placed the album at No. 32 of the 50 greatest progressive metal albums of all time,
alongside the album being ranked at 123 on the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s Definitive 200 list.




The Grudge

Opening track

The Grudge is a song about, you guessed it, grudges, but it isn’t just about grudges, it's centred around
someone who 1s enveloped in their negative emotions, and their grudges, wearing this grudge like a
crown. This grudge is so powerful that it not only controls their emotions, but also influences their
everyday life, how they feel towards certain things, what they do/don't do, etc, if this person were to
overcome this grudge, they would have to change many aspects to their life to be rid of the consequences
of this grudge. With how extreme this grudge sounds, it seems very unlikely that this person will be able
to let up on this grudge spontaneously, and on their own, needing some sort of sign to change, and in the
line, “Saturn ascends, comes round again” that sign can be found. Saturn has an orbital period of
roughly 30 years, alongside that, some psychologists believe that a key point of adult maturation occurs
around the age of 30, meaning that when Saturn ascends, this person has their chance to finally let go of
this grudge, and live a more healthy life without this negativity plaguing their everyday life.
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I’d give The Grudge a 4.5 out of 5, it's a very complex track that tackles an issue that many people face,

and has an amazing instrumental aspect to the song that catches the feeling of the topic, the instruments
are heavy and impactful, and Danny Carey’s drumming skills shine on this song. The meaning of the
song was fun to research, as before this assignment, I only knew aspects of the meaning, not
understanding all layers to the song, and I still don’t know everything about it. I don’t have a negative
thing to say about the track, but one of the only reasons it's not a 5 is because other tracks on the album
outshine The Grudge.

The link



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BXyEUOuNds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BXyEUOuNds



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDrhI1GUnNg

chism
Third Song

The Grammy-winning song, Schism, seems to be a little more straightforward when compared to other

songs on the album, the topic of the song is about 2 people, who hold a strong relationship, but due to

change, the 2 lose communication, and their relationship is threatened. The rest of the song talks about

pretty common things that occur in relationships when trust and communication are challenged,

blaming each other for how things went, ideas of bringing back the relationship, and healing the

communication are thought about in the lyrics, but then its believed that its too late to fix the

relationship, time has gotten in the way. In the end, the lyrics state that cold silence has killed the

relationship even if the pieces of their relationship still fit.

I think Schism is a great song, it holds a meaning that many can relate to, and is pretty easy to follow, I
think Maynard’s vocals are great on this track, but the instrumentals are the only thing that fall short.
The song is somewhat catchy, but it feels as if the instrumentals are purposely being held back in order
to deliver this catchy sound, the only time I feel this change 1s at the end of the song, around the 5-
minute and 10-second mark, the peak of the song. Apart from my complaints, this song is great, it uses
timing very well, and I like the build it has before the peak of the song, and if they didn’t make it the way

it 1s currently, then TOOL might've not won their second Grammy. Also, Schism has a music video, and

like most TOOL music videos, it feels very abstract, and confusing; I don’t recommend watching it if
you're new to TOOL.

The Music Video

The link to just the song



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MM62wjLrgmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80RtBeB61LE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_nQhGR0K8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynzDDi9Y044
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DuAAmHpGbw

Ticks & Leeches

Sixth Song

Ticks and Leeches is the track that stands out the most in this album, and not in a good way, the song is
quite aggressive, and more similar to a track off of Undertow, or Opiate, it makes the track just feel
unneeded on the album, you could point to certain things that make it seem connected to the concept of
the album, but overall it keeps its negative outlook even at the end of the song, which further
disconnects it from the rest of the songs on the album, all of their resolves being positive. The song is
still nice though, I like the drumming, and the guitar, they present unique styles, and are performed very
well, Maynard’s vocals are really good here too, they're really gravelly and rough, which is paying
homage to older TOOL, but this further just detached the song from the rest of the album.
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3.5 out of 5 seems like the right rating for the song, it’s an amazing song, but it doesn't fit the theme of
the album, slightly dragging down the album as a whole. This song was probably fun to make for Danny,
Adam, and Maynard with them all having to put in a bit of extra effort and getting to hear themselves

performing something a little heavier for only one song.

The link



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q0BOpkA2Vs4

Lateralus
Title Track/Seventh Song

Lateralus is one of the more complicated songs of the album, but luckily there's a transcript online of an
interview by Aggro Active with Maynard James Keenan speaking about the album, and this song.
“Lateralus itself is actually a muscle, and although the title has something to do with the muscle, its
more about lateral thinking and the only way to really evolve as an artist--or as a human, I think--is to
start trying to think outside of the lines and push your boundaries. Kind of take yourself where you
haven't been and put yourself in different shoes; all of those cliches.” I’d say this quote 1s pretty on point
with how I view the song, Its key premise is changing how you think, learning how to be comfortable in
an unfamiliar situation, and learning how to live without knowing what will happen next, living without
certainty.

5 out of 5 stars 1s definitely a good ranking for this song, the song sounds amazing, and all members of
the band put in extra work in order to make this track stand out. If I were asked to define the album

down to one track, this would be it, It has TOOL’s new sound, it has an important meaning, and

features great performances from all of the band members. This song is my second favourite off of the
album, only being beaten by a song we’ll get to soon.

The link



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7JG63IuaWs



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUQjGpm5Kr8

Reflection

Ninth/Final Song

Reflection 1s my favourite song off of Lateralus, and probably my favourite song of all time. This song is
just amazing, it has such a unique sound, with things like the guitar, the drums, Maynard and the weird
voice effect he has on, everything about this song is enjoyable to me, even the meaning. The song is
about a person who followed the ideas of the album, and separated the idea of themself from the
relationships they’ve had, looking to find themself, eventually finding themself, but then they reach a
dilemma after the moon reminds them of their ego, they’ve learned to love themself, but they don’t know
how much should they love themself, so they decide to crucify the ego, and realizes that they need to
leave the current way they think, and embrace the idea that we are all one mind, that we are capable of
all that's imagined and all conceivable, and to let the past breakthrough, bringing out our hope and
reason. Quite the optimistic and creative message, with an instrumental like that, you go big or go
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5 out of 5 is the perfect rating for Reflection, the song has so much Arabic influence in how it sounds,

home.

with both the guitar and the drums, and they just sound amazing. This song is the peak of Lateralus,
without it, there would be no concept, this song gives the album resolve, and to Lateralus the resolve is
the most important part of the album. The link



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MzVuHqsNoM

Lateralus is a great album, and is important due to its meaning, the album presents abstract, and
different ways of thinking, and viewing things, I’ve heard many stories of people claiming this album
changed who they are, and others saying it helped them throughout tough times in their life. The album
is meant for its songs to be interpreted differently by everyone who listens to it. Even though Maynard
may have made some parts more difficult to relate to, it's still easy to find branching-off points where the
song mentions certain things, and shifts how you perceive the song in its entirety.

This is definitely one of my favourite albums, I love it’s sound, I live its message, and I love the cover art
for it, it’s just a great album that I think more people should listen to, even if they don’t like progressive
music. It was fun making this album review, I got to learn more about an album that I already like, and
come out with even more reasons to like it, art is fun to appreciate when it’s complex.
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